
Period 3 Timeline and Videos 

1754-1800 

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/period/3#apush_period_timeline 

This is a good timeline of events. 

AP U.S. History: Period 3 – 1754–1800 (Revolution: Causes and Effects) 

AP U.S. History: Period 3 – 1754–1800 (Washington & Adams; Big Picture of Period 3) 

APUSH Period 3: Ultimate Guide to Period 3 APUSH (20 Minute Video) 

Khan Academy Period 3 

1754-1763: French and Indian War (Seven Years’ War). War between Great 

Britain and France and their Native Allies (most Natives sided with France because 

they had established a better relationship with the French due to the fur trade. 

But, some Natives fought each other and decided to side with the British).  

America is still colonies at this time. 

*Again, the war is not important but AFTER the war is REALLY important. 

 

1763-1776: Road to the American Revolution and Independence. During this time, 

the relationship between Great Britain and the colonies changed and America 

declared independence from Great Britain in 1776. Lots of events happen during 

these years that support the change in relationship and change in American 

identity. America is colonies during this time until they WIN the American 

Revolution and Great Britain acknowledges their independence with the Treaty of 

1783 (officially ends the American Revolution and declares America the winner). 

Remember, not everyone wanted independence. Some still felt loyal to Great 

Britain and thought the colonists couldn’t handle a war and their own 

government. They may have had financial connections to England and didn’t want 

to lose everything.  

 During this time, Great Britain increases taxes over the colonies to pay the 

war debt and increases control. Remember, the colonists protest this argue 

they have rights. Important points for this time. 

o Stamp Act, Tea Act, Sugar Act (Taxes) 

o No Taxation Without Representation 

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/period/3#apush_period_timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3L02vm6YTA&list=PLoGgviqq4847VRWTPXkDwxeVvNNfoKD7J&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pyq4mNbOHhc&list=PLoGgviqq4847VRWTPXkDwxeVvNNfoKD7J&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mIaS6zI4qSY
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-history/period-3


o Quartering Act  

o Proclamation Line of 1763 (Can’t move west because of Indian 

attacks. Colonists ignore it because they want land).  

o Boston Tea Party 

o Boston Massacre 

o Enlightenment (rights come from God, government should protect 

our rights) 

 

1776-1783: The American Revolution. Again, the war itself (battles) may not be a 

topic but BEFORE and AFTER the war could be.  

 1776: Declaration of Independence by Jefferson 

 1777: The Articles of Confederation are created in 1777 but not approved 

until 1781 (during the American Revolution).  

 1781: The British surrender at Yorktown 

 1783: The Treaty of Paris, 1783 is signed. It officially ends the war and 

recognized the United States of America as an independent nation. 

 

1783-1800: A New Nation. After American gained its independence, the great 

experiment in democracy began (and continues today). After the war, 

Washington returned to his home in Virginia, only to be called up again and 

elected as the nation’s first president in 1789. The nation needed leadership and a 

clear plan for government, but it was not an easy debate.  

 1786: Shay’s Rebellion 

 1787 - : Constitutional Convention (Begins in in Philadelphia).  

o Constitution: Sets up 3 branches of government, checks and 

balances. 

o Great Compromise: Every states gets 2 senators no matter how big 

or small (Senate). Representation based on population (House of 

Representatives).  Electoral College elects the president. 

o July: 3/5 Compromise: counted 3/5 of slave population for 

representation. Also included a Fugitive Slave Law (largely ignored 

and made stronger in 1850, with the Compromise of 1850).  



 1789: Washington becomes president. He will serve two terms and step 

down on his own.  

 1796 Adams Elected: He is a Federalist. Jefferson is his VP. They do not 

agree on many issues.  

o XYZ Affair 

o Alien and Sedition Acts. Jefferson responds with the Kentucky 

Resolution. 

 Election of 1800: Jefferson wins the Election of 1800. This marks the end of 

Period 3 and the beginning of Period 4 but there are many ways you can 

connect the periods (depending on the topic).  

 

 


