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Back to School 2019-2020

Welcome Back!
2019-2020
UPCOMING DATES
For the CCSD Academic
Calendar, click here
September 19:
Donuts with Dad (9:00 am)
September 25:
Back to School Night for
Elementary and Family
Schools
September 26:
Back to School Night for
High Schools
October 4:
Marking Period 1 Mid-point
October 18:
No School - Staff PD Day
November 5:
No School - Election Day
November 7 & 8:
No School - NJEA
Conference
November 11:
No School - Veterans Day
November 13:
Marking Period 1 Ends
November 25:
1:00 pm dismissal for all
students. Conferences for
Elementary and Family
Schools
November 26:
1:00 pm dismissal for all
students. Conferences for
High Schools
November 28-29:
No School - Thanksgiving
Holiday

Dear Brimm Families;

I am extremely excited, honored and humbled to be serving as Acting-Principal at Brimm
Medical Arts High School. I just completed my 20th year within the Camden City School District.
During this time, I served in many different roles such as teacher, coach, Lead Educator, and
Principal. From guided reading models in the Family Schools, to launching Summit Learning in
the high school, my knowledge of instructional programming and capacity-building goes far and
wide. I know what it takes to help students learn and find academic success.
I would also like to introduce to you Mr. Daniel Turner who is the Lead Educator of Brimm
Medical Arts High School. Mr. Turner has been in education in Philadelphia and Camden for
more than a decade. In his career, Daniel was a Math Teacher, Teacher-Coach and an Assistant
Principal in Philadelphia. Mr. Turner has extensive training in the Summit Platform, and we
proudly welcome him to the Brimm family.

Mr. Turner and I are looking forward to meeting each student and finding out their interests,
especially in the exciting fields of math and science. The leadership team is eager to work with
this community of students, families and staff towards a bright future for all Brimm students.
The vision is for all Brimm students to receive excellent instruction that will prepare them for
college and beyond.
Brimm has a strong academic focus. We are also leaning on these three personal traits that will
serve as the pillars of our vision: professional, respectful and tenacious. The school policies can
be found in detail in the student handbook. We will strive for all students to demonstrate these
traits when in the classrooms, especially in regards to cell phones. That being said, cell phones
are permitted in the school. However, we want our students to demonstrate appropriate and
mature cell phone usage. When entering each classroom, students must place their phones in a
location identified by the teacher and are not permitted to use them during class time. While
the students are at lunch, students are allowed to use phones appropriately. Misuse of cell
phones will result in the administration collecting their phone only to be returned to a parent
or guardian.
At Brimm Medical Arts High School, students are required to wear uniforms daily. Failure to
wear uniforms will result in loss of points in Class Dojo and could result in students missing out
on fun events. For the 2019- 2020 school year, the uniform policy will be strictly enforced. This
connects directly toward professionalism and creating the school environment we all want for
our students.
I am looking forward to meeting each of you and to a successful school year.
Sincerely,
Ms. Corinne Macrina
Acting Principal
Brimm Medical Arts High School

Brimm Faculty and Staff
2019-2020
Administration
Ms. Corinne Macrina, A cting Principal
Mr. Daniel Turner, Lead Educator
Operations
Ms. Aniecea Williams, School Operations Manager
Ms. Alyssa Wilds, Family and Operations Coordinator
Dr. Steven Fine, Site Manager
Ms. Michelle Carter, Security Officer

Mark Your Calendars!
Back to School Night
Thursday, September 26
2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mr. Khalil Sadiq, Security Officer
Mr. Bruce Hicks, Head Custodian
Mr. Gilbert Montgomery, Custodial Staff
Ms. Melissa Sturgis, Custodial Staff
Guidance
Ms. Desiree Hall, Guidance Counselor
Ms. Michele Garcon, College and Career Readiness Manager
Faculty and Staff

Mr. James Haas, Summit Science

Mrs. Kelsey Abram, Summit Mathematics

Mr. Robert Huntley, English

Mr. Richard Abram, Summit Mathematics

Mr. George Jalandoni, Paraprofessional

Mr. Kyle Beyer, Mathematics

Ms. Tasha Hester, Summit Science

Mr. Thomas Blaho, Summit English

Mrs. Faye Johnson, Summit History

Ms. Karen Borrelli-Luke, Health/Physical

Ms. Madeline Leach, Social W orker

Education

Dr. Charles Lewis, Science

Mrs. Jennifer Brady, Special Education A ustism

Mr. Steven Murray , Health/Physical Education

Ms. Karen Calderone, Nurse

Ms. Patricia Peffall, Special Education A utism

Ms. Pauline Cameron, ESL

Ms. Barbara Payton, Paraprofessional

Mr. Marc Carcanague, History/Senior Seminar

Ms. Lisa Ramos, Summit English

Mr. Christopher Chavarria, Summit Science

Ms. Tresha Smith-Gibbs, Summit English

Mrs. Jenny Chen, Summit Mathematics

Ms. Lashana Standard, Paraprofessional

Ms. Timika Elliot, Summit English

Ms. Lindsay Thomas, Paraprofessional

Ms. Melanie Feller, Speech Therapist

Ms. QuynhKhuyen Nguyen, Mandarin Chinese

Mr. Jamison Fort, Summit History

Mrs. Lisa Wallenburg, A rt

Mr. Michael Gallagher, Summit English

Ms. Clarissa Wilkens-McEady, Paraprofessional

Mr. Greg Gasparovic, Health/Physical Education

Ms. Elaine Williams-Fussell, Paraprofessional

Mr. Wilfredo Gonzales, Spanish

Ms. Michelle Wray, Paraprofessional

Summit Learning
9th, 10th and 11th Grade
Students in 9th, 10th and 11th grade are participating in Summit Learning. Their teachers spent the summer
reviewing curriculum and attending trainings to prepare for the school year. Our teachers and staff are
excited for the year ahead. They are the driving force behind bringing Summit Learning to Brimm. With
Summit Learning, teachers play a very important role in students’ learning. Teachers use their expertise to:





Help students develop lifelong Cognitive Skills, such as using sources and contributing to discussions;
Develop Habits of Success that will help both inside and out side of the classroom
Identify when a student is struggling and as a result, support them by with one-to-one guidance or other
forms of instruction to meet their needs; and
Coach students toward achieving their goals.

Teachers are actively involved in project work with students, teaching and re-teaching when students need
instruction, monitoring their personalized learning time, and helping students set and achieve their goals. If
you walk into a Summit Learning classroom, you’re less likely to see the teacher standing in front of the
classroom teaching the same lesson to every student; instead, teachers will lead class discussions, work with
small groups of students, and provide individualized support.
The Summit Learning Platform is an online tool that organizes curriculum, projects, and assessments and
supports students in setting and tracking goals for their learning. The Platform gives families a window onto
what their students are learning daily, and it allows teachers to see how their students are performing and
use to that information to personalize instruction and provide additional support when needed. In the
coming weeks, we will share more information with you about how you can access the Platform to see in
real-time what your child is working on and how you can support.

Class of 2019
12th Grade
There are many exciting events this year such as homecoming, prom and of course, graduation. As your
time at Brimm Medical Arts High School comes to an end, there are a few important updates.
Our seniors are 1:1! This means each senior will be assigned a laptop to use daily. Ms. Chantel Jones will
work with Ms. Hall and Ms. Garcon in the Guidance Department to help seniors navigate the college
admissions process. In addition, all seniors are taking Senior Seminar with Mr. Carcanague. During this
time, seniors have the chance to complete college applications and scholarship applications. When you
apply to colleges and scholarships, be mindful of application deadlines and eligibility requirements. Seniors
also have a mentor.
Message from Class of 2020 President, Catera Vaughn
Welcome back Class of 2020! Today is officially our last first day of high school. Over the past four years,
we have built friendships and bonds like no other and watched each other grow into amazing people . This
is our time to shine! We will continue to strive for greatness and eventually become the people we all
dreamed of being. It goes without saying that we are a remarkable class, but now I would like you to think
of the great things you will do in the future. Let’s make the most of our last year of high school and finish
strong!

Brimm Summer Internships
Over the summer, Brimm students interned
around South Jersey and Philadelphia. Seniors
Janiyah Taylor and Abigail Rivera-Mercado and
juniors Johnson Le and Alexis Watson interned at
the Rowan University Biomedical Engineering
School with Dr. Peter Galie and his graduate
students. Abigail, Janiyah, Johnson and Alexis
took part in a project funded by the National
Science Foundation that creates models of human
blood vessels in the laboratory. They used a
technique called “microfabrication” that allowed
them to make small devices that contain the blood
vessels. During their time at Rowan, they also
learned more about the types of diseases that the blood vessel model can be used to study, and met with
scientists at Cooper Medical School and the University of Pennsylvania to talk about their project. They
presented the results of their research to members of the Biomedical Engineering department at Rowan
and members of the Medical Arts faculty at the end of the program.
Seniors Dynazia Holness and Mya Matthews interned at the Coriell Institute for Medical Research in
Camden, spent their summer doing genetic research, learning laboratory techniques, and assisting
Coriell scientists in pursuit of their mission. Coriell Institute's mission is to accelerate scientific discovery
by generating world-class biomaterials and conducting groundbreaking research in biobanking,
personalized medicine and stem cell biology.

Mya also earned her American Banking Association Certification after she completed the Camden Future
Bankers internship at Rowan University. The program had guest speakers from a variety of banking
institutions in South Jersey. The speakers presented lesson on finance and careers in the financial industry.
In addition, the interns enjoyed a private tour of the federal bank
Diana Byrd, Jordan Hawkins, and Madizon Martinez interned at the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. They researched pediatric medicine
alongside physicians from the hospital to gain an understanding of current
medical practices in the field of pediatrics.
Tahirra Birch, Kahseim Goodhall, Paris Mears, Dian Pagan, Jer'mya Russel,
and Janiayh Williams interned at the Camden County Municipal Utilities
Authority. As Green Ambassadors, they worked to transform the city into a
greener, safer community while gaining some valuable educational and
employment skills. Part of their experience included installing rain gardens
and touring environmental protection facilities all while learning about
environmental science from local, state, and national agencies.

