
 

 

 

Socratic Seminar: Women’s Suffrage/19th Amendment  
 
 
Using the text and, the Socratic seminar will focus on the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement and the ratification of the 19th Amendment, which granted women the 
right to vote. Consider the following discussion points.  
 
Background: Why Women Couldn’t Vote  
Originally the U.S. Constitution didn’t say much about who had the right to vote. 
The country’s framers left it up to the states to decide. Most states initially limited 
voting rights to white male property owners. Over time they extended voting 
rights to nearly all white men. After the Civil War, three the 14th Amendment was 
added to the Constitution and ratified in 1868. The amendment specifically 
identified “voters” as male (regardless of race, but still only male). It was the first 
time a federal document had done so. 
 
Discussion Points:  
 

 As early as the 1840s, some women began speaking out, arguing that women 
should have the right to vote. It took until 1920 for that right to be added to 
the United States Constitution. Why did it take so long for women to gain the 
right to vote?   
 

 Why were women excluded, both from many individual states’ laws and from 
the 14th Amendment? The framers of the Constitution—and many who 
followed them for more than the next 100 years—believed that women were 
childlike and incapable of independent thought. They believed that women 
could not be counted on to vote responsibly, so they left women out of states’ 
voting laws and the Constitutional amendments that granted voting rights to 
African American men.  

 
 

 Examine the Map: Why did western states grant women the right to vote 
before most of the eastern states? What does this say about attitudes and 
beliefs towards women?   
 

 Using the Votes for Women reading, what were some arguments women 
made for gaining the right to vote?   

 

 Using the Women in the Home reading, what were some arguments against 
giving women the right to vote and how did women respond to these biases?  

 

 Use the Women Won the Right to Vote reading and video to discuss strategies 
women used and what they experienced while they fought for the right to 
vote.     
 


