
Captains of Industry or Robber Barons – Janus Figure 

DUE _________________ 
 

Assignment Directions:   
 

 You will research one of four Captains of Industry/Robber Barons from the second industrial revolution – Andrew 

Carnegie, Cornelius Vanderbilt, John D. Rockefeller, or J.P. Morgan. 

 While researching you will gather biographic information, but you will focus on their business and labor practices, 

their fortunes, and how they used their wealth.   

 From your research, you will be asked to complete a Janus figure to impart what you have learned about the man you 

have researched. (See sample) 

 In the end, you will be asked to decide if the industrialists of the second industrial revolution were Captains of 

Industry or Robber Barons.  

 

Guiding Questions: 

 What various practices of industrialists/financiers led to their being labeled "robber barons"? "Captains of 

industry"?  

 In what ways did such industrialists/financiers harm and/or benefit the U.S. economy and the quality of life of its 

citizens? 

 

Who is Janus?  In ancient Roman religion and mythology, Janus is the god of beginnings 

and transitions, endings and time. He is usually a two-faced god since he looks to the 

future and the past. The Romans dedicated the month of January to Janus. We’re using 

Janus to show the two sides of the industrialists:  the man as a captain and the man 

as a robber. 
 

Janus Image Requirements:   

 

A.  Nameplate:  Your Captain/Robber Baron’s full name, and nickname (if there is one). 

 

B.  Biography:  Date they were born, family background, net worth, what they are 

known for, how they acquired wealth, and examples of good or bad done by them.   

 

C.  The Good:  At least three reasons why your leader is a Captain of Industry, and 3 graphics or symbols that 

represent these reasons.   

 These should not be vague but as specific as possible.  Think historical fact.  These reasons should be written in 

complete sentences and accompany the images you include on “good” side. 

 

D.  The Bad:  At least three reasons why your leader is a Robber Baron, and 3 graphics or symbols that represent 

these reasons.   

 These should not be vague but as specific as possible.  Think historical fact.  These reasons should be written in 

complete sentences and accompany the images you include on “bad” side. 

 

E.  Works cited:  At least 3 sources cited using proper APA format.  Note:  Wikipedia is not a source to cite. Do not 

use Wikipedia.  There are plenty of good, reliable sources out there. See next page for how to correctly format using 

APA. 

 

 

 
Janus Figure 



Formatting a Works Cited Page 
 

Helpful reminders about creating a works cited page: 

1. As always, works cited are placed in alphabetical order according to the author’s last name. 

2. If there is not an author, use the title of the book, article, or website.   

3. When alphabetizing the works cited the words “The”, “A”, or “An” are ignored at the beginning and the next word is 

used to determine alphabetical order.   

4. Citations MUST be double spaced. 

5. Book and magazine titles must be underlined or italicized.   

6. For further questions or examples check out the OWL (on-line writing lab) website: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 

Internet - Page on a website: 

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name - If available.  "Article Title."  Site Name, Article date (if available), <URL - 

website address>. Date of access. 

Example: 

Borah, William E. “Senate Debate on the League of Nations.” Digital History, 2014, 

www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=3909. Accessed 13 March 2015. 

How you will be graded… 

 
 Points 

earned 

Points 

possible 

Comments 

Biography (Research)  20  

Janis Figure     

Name of Industrialist  5  

Image has graphics 

 3 symbolic of good 

 3 symbolic of bad 

 
3 

 

 3  

Includes historical reasoning 

 3 symbolic of good 

 3 symbolic of bad 

 
5 

 

 
5 

 

Works cited – 3 sources 

appropriately formatted: 

double spaced, hanging 

indent, alphabetical, all 

components included. 

 No Wikipedia 

 

10 

 

Total points possible  40  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=3909


Resources that might help you – but feel free to find your own. 
 

Andrew Carnegie (STEEL) 

 The Gospel of Wealth  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1889carnegie.html  

 Personal Recollections of Andrew Carnegie 

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/LynCarn.html (see chapter 1) 

 

John D. Rockefeller (OIL) 

 John D. Rockefeller and the Standard Oil company 

http://www.micheloud.com/FXM/SO/rock.htm  

 Rockefeller and Standard Oil... Rags to riches... 

http://www.bilderberg.org/whatafel.htm  

 John D. Rockefeller - A Short Biography (Video) 

 The Dismantling of the Standard Oil Trust 

http://www.linfo.org/standardoil.html  

 

Cornelius Vanderbilt (STEAMSHIPS AND RAILROADS) 

 Cartoon, "The Great Race for the Western Stakes" 

http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/IndexDisplayCartoonMedium.asp?SourceIndex=People&Inde

xText=Fisk%2C+James&UniqueID=33&Year=1870  

 Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt fought war over route through Central America 

https://news.vanderbilt.edu/archived-news/register/articles/index-id=6686.html 

 Why We Should Be Lucky Bill Gates and Warren Buffet Don't Take After Cornelius Vanderbilt    

http://hnn.us/articles/43736.html  

 

J.P. (John Pierpont) Morgan (BANKING AND FINANCE, BUT ALSO ELECTRICITY) 

 The Men Who Built America - Part 3 - Changing The Game 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsDbuTLax70&t=4315s  

The Men Who Built America - Part 4 - When One Ends Another Begins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2l-dJ8NZlkw  

 Now It Is Told 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,745650-1,00.html  

 Capital and Labor 

http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog17/transcript/index.html  

 First Public Demonstration of Edison's Light Bulb 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/gilded/jb_gilded_edison_1.html  

 The Morgan Bonds 

http://projects.vassar.edu/1896/morganbonds.html 

 The House of Morgan 

http://coat.ncf.ca/our_magazine/links/53/morgan.html 

 John Pierpont Morgan and the American Corporation 

http://claver.gprep.org/fac/sjochs/jpmorgan-1.htm  

 John Pierpont Morgan  

http://thehobophilosopher.blogspot.com/2006/02/john-pierpont-morgan.html  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1889carnegie.html
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/LynCarn.html
http://www.micheloud.com/FXM/SO/rock.htm
http://www.bilderberg.org/whatafel.htm
http://www.linfo.org/standardoil.html
http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/IndexDisplayCartoonMedium.asp?SourceIndex=People&IndexText=Fisk%2C+James&UniqueID=33&Year=1870
http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/IndexDisplayCartoonMedium.asp?SourceIndex=People&IndexText=Fisk%2C+James&UniqueID=33&Year=1870
https://news.vanderbilt.edu/archived-news/register/articles/index-id=6686.html
http://hnn.us/articles/43736.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsDbuTLax70&t=4315s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2l-dJ8NZlkw
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,745650-1,00.html
http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog17/transcript/index.html
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/gilded/jb_gilded_edison_1.html
http://projects.vassar.edu/1896/morganbonds.html
http://coat.ncf.ca/our_magazine/links/53/morgan.html
http://claver.gprep.org/fac/sjochs/jpmorgan-1.htm
http://thehobophilosopher.blogspot.com/2006/02/john-pierpont-morgan.html

