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The colonists shared a common language and mother England but they established different 

patterns of settlement, different economies, different political systems and even different 

values. The goal of becoming rich drew the first settlers to the southern colonies. However, in 

the North, along the mid-Atlantic region and especially in New England, religion shaped early 

settlements.  

Table 3.1 The Stuart Dynasty in England  

Name, Reign                                                       Relation to America 

James I, 1603-1625                                           Va., Plymouth founded; Separatists persecuted 

Charles I, 1625-1649                                          Civil Wars, 1642-1649; Mass., Md. founded 

(Interregnum, 1649-1660) Commonwealth; Protectorate (Oliver Cromwell) 

Charles II, 1660-1688 The Restoration; Carolinas, Pa., N.Y. founded; Conn chartered 

James II, 1685-1688 Catholic trend; Glorious Revolution, 1688 

William & Mary, 1689-1702 

(Mary died 1694) 

King William’s War, 1689-1607 

 

I. The Protestant Reformation Produces Puritanism   

1. Martin Luther (1517) said that the bible only was God’s word and started the Protestant 

Reformation. He did not know he was shaping the destiny of an unknown nation.  

2. John Calvin of Geneva believed in the Reformation so much his ideas also affected 

America’s future generations. Calvinism was the main religion for New England.  

 Calvin wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536). It said God was good and 

powerful. Humans were weak and wicked because of original sin.  

 Calvinism swept through England in the 1530’s where King Henry the 8th broke 

the Roman Catholic Church. 

3. The Puritans wanted to de-Catholicize the church. Many Puritans came from the 

depressed woolen districts (Ch. 2: England of the Eve of Empire).  

 Devout Puritans thought that only visible saints belonged in the church but the king 

let everyone in.  

 This mix angered a group called the separatists who broke away from the Church of 

England (eventually settled in New England). 

 King James I (1603-1625) thought the Separatists were trouble.  

 

II. The Pilgrims End Their Pilgrimage at Plymouth  

1. Departed for Holland in 1608. They were unhappy and they wanted to move to a place 

where they could still keep their English values. 

2. They negotiated with the Virginia Company to get rights to settle in Virginia. The 

Mayflower left England bound for Virginia (1620).  

 The ship missed its mark and landed at Plymouth. 

 102 people on the ship. Fewer than half the people were Separatists;  



Chapter 3 – Settling the Northern Colonies                                                 1619 - 1700 

2 
 

 Before disembarking, the Pilgrim leaders created and signed the Mayflower 

Compact – a simple agreement to form a crude government and submit to the will 

of the majority. Settled around Plymouth Bay.  

3. The first winter (1620-1621) was devastating. They were unprepared. 44/102 Pilgrims 

survived 

4. In the autumn of 1621, they celebrated the first Thanksgiving with the harvest. 

5. William Bradford elected governor 30 times and each year he was a great leader. 

 Fur, fish and lumber became products.  

6. In 1691, the colony of Plymouth merged with the Massachusetts Bay colony.  

III. The Bay Colony Bible Commonwealth  

1. In 1630, Massachusetts Bay Colony established by non-separating puritans, it soon grew 

to be the largest and most influential of the colonies. 

2. The Great English Migration began in 1630 (70,000 refugees left England-not all of them 

were puritans. About 20,000 came to Massachusetts).  

 John Winthrop became Massachusetts 1st governor for 19 years.  

 Fur trading, fishing and shipbuilding became important industries.  

 Believed they have a covenant with God and to build a holy society.  

IV. Building the Bay Colony   

1. According to the doctrine of the covenant, the purpose of the government was to 

enforce God’s laws – which applied to believers and non-believers.  

2. Both paid taxes to support the church.  

3. A congregation had the right to hire and fire its ministers and set his salary. Clergymen 

were also barred from holding formal political office. 

4. They endorsed the idea of separating church and state. The freemen annually elected 

the governor and his assistants and a representative assembly called the General Court. 

V. Trouble in the Bible Commonwealth   

1. The Bay commonwealth enjoyed a high degree of social harmony.  

2. Quakers were persecuted with fines, floggings and banishment 

3. Ann Hutchinson challenged Puritan orthodoxy. 

 She was brought to trial in 1638. She was banished and fled to Rhode Island and 

later moved to New York, eventually killed by Indians.  

 Antinomianism was the belief that the elect need not obey the laws of either 

God or man; most notably promoted in the colonies by Anne Hutchinson. 

4. Roger Williams, an extreme Separatist, was a popular Salem minister who also 
challenged the Church. He was also banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony. He 
was permitted to stay longer because he was sick. The plan was to send him to England. 
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VI. The Rhode Island “Sewer”    

1. Aided by friendly Indians, Roger Williams fled to Rhode Island in 1636. He built a Baptist 

church, and established complete freedom of religion even for Jews and Catholics. He 

sheltered the Quakers.  

 There were no taxes demanded for the church, no oaths for religious beliefs, no 

mandatory attendance. . 

2. Rhode Island became individualistic and stubbornly independent. Many people were 

deserters or exiled.  

3. Secured a charter from Parliament in 1644 

VII. New England Spreads Out     

1. Hartford founded in 1635. First settled by Dutch and English.  

2. In 1639, the settlers of the new Connecticut River colony drafted the Fundamental 

Orders.  

3. Around the same time, 1638, New Haven was established in Connecticut. Founded by 

Puritans. 

4. In 1662 Charles II granted Connecticut a charter. In 1641, New Hampshire was absorbed 

by the greedy Massachusetts Bay. The king took it back and made New Hampshire a 

royal colony in 1679. 

5. Maine absorbed by Massachusetts in 1677 later became a separate state. 

VIII. Puritans Versus Indians 

1. The spread of English settlements led to conflict with Indians.  

2. Previous contact with fishermen (before Plymouth) caused an epidemic among the 

coastal tribes. More than ¾ killed. Too weak to defend themselves, they befriended the 

settlers.   

 Wampanoag Chieftain, Massasoit, signed a treaty with the Plymouth Pilgrims in 

1621 and helped them celebrate the first thanksgiving.  

 Squanto spoke English. 

3. More settlers arrived and pushed inland and Hostility arose. The Pequot War   

 The English and their Narragansett Indian allies annihilated the Pequot tribe (1637). 

 In 1675 King Philip, Massasoit’s son named Metacom, coordinated several attacks on 

English villages. He was defeated in 1676. 52 Puritan towns attacked, 12 destroyed, 

100s of colonists and Indians dead. His head carried on a spike back to Plymouth.   

 

IX. Seeds of Colonial Unity and Independence  

1. In 1643 four colonies banded together to form the New England Confederation. 

 Primary purse was defense from the Indian, French, and Dutch.  
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 Handled intercolonial problems such as runaway servants and criminals.  

2. The colonies started to become semiautonomous because of the English Civil War. The 

crown struggled to retain its power. 

3. Charles II restored to the throne in 1660 and he wanted to manage the colonies. 

Massachusetts was already defiant and Charles II punished them by rewarding other colonies.   

 

X.  Andros Promotes the First American Revolution 

1. Massachusetts suffered humiliation when the Dominion of New England was created by 

royal authority (1686).  The leader of the Dominion was Lord Edmund Andros who was 

disliked because of his harsh regulations.  

2. The Glorious (or Bloodless) Revolution occurred in England 1688-1689 

 Dethroned King James II (Catholic). 

 Crowned William III and Mary II (Protests rulers of the Netherlands. He was Dutch, 

she was English and the daughter of James II). 

 News of the Revolution reached America and the Dominion of New England 

collapsed. Andros was sent back to England.  

3. Massachusetts became a royal colony in 1691 with a new charter and new governor. 

4. Period of salutary neglect –where navigation laws were only weakly enforced.  

 

XI. Old Netherlands at New Netherlands  

1. Netherlands revolted against Spain and won their independence in the late 16th century 

with help from England  

2. The 17th century was a golden age in Dutch history. Soon became a leading colonial 

power largely due to the Dutch East India Company (lasted about 300 years).  

 Employed Henry Hudson to search for riches. 

 Hudson sailed into the Delaware Bay and New York Bay (1609), then the Hudson 

River (looking for a shortcut).  

3. The Dutch West India Company in the Caribbean (Mostly raided other ships) 

 Established New Netherland (1623-1624) , qick profit fur trade.   

 Bought Manhattan Island. New Amsterdam, later New York City, was run by the 

company. It later  attracted all kinds of people.  

 

XII. Friction with English and Swedish Neighbors 

1. The Dutch colony had problems from the beginning.  

 Shareholders demanded dividends at the expense of the colony’s welfare; Attacks 

from Indians; New England was hostile to the Dutch 
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2. The Swedes (1638-1648) colony of New Sweden on the Delaware River. Swedish later 

absorbed by New Netherland after an expedition to dispatch them led to their defeat 

 

XIII. Dutch Residues in New York  

1. Charles II granted a charter to his brother the Duke of York (1664). The Dutch could not 

and did not fight back.   

 The English now had a harbor strategically located in the middle of the mainland 

colonies, with access to the Hudson River.  

 British Colonies now stretched from Maine to the Carolinas.  

 

XIV. Penn’s Holy Experiment in Pennsylvania  

1. The Quakers (the Religious Society of Friends were a group of dissenters who were 

unconventional, they refused to sign oaths, or pay taxes to the Church of England). 

 They hated war and violence. 

2. William Penn was attracted to the Quaker faith; he was paid a monetary debt that was 

owed to his father with land called Pennsylvania (Penn’s Woodlands) in 1681.  

 Distributed pamphlets printed in many languages. It welcomed immigrants. 

 

XV. Quaker Pennsylvania and its Neighbors 

1. He formally launched his colony in 1681; thousands of squatters lived here already. 

 Philadelphia- the city of brotherly love- was one of the best planned cities with wide 

streets. 

2. He had peaceful relations with Indians. 

 Unfortunately, non-Quakers who came on the Quaker land to settle provoked bad 

feelings towards the Indians and did not respect Quaker policy. 

3. Pennsylvania had many liberal features such as, unrestricted immigration and paying 

taxes for church was not mandatory.  

 Quakers developed a strong dislike of black slavery and some progress was made 

toward social reform.  

4. Penn wasn’t appreciated or liked because he was friends with King James II. He soon 

died. 

5. New Jersey  and Delaware also formed next to Pennsylvania. 

 New Jersey (1664) started by two proprietors. Received the area from the Duke of 

York. 

 West Jersey sold to Quakers in 1674 (before Penn set up Pennsylvania). East Jersey 

was also Quaker.    
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 East and West Jersey were combined into a royal colony in 1702 by the crown. 

 Delaware was Swedish. Named after Lord De La Ware. Own assembly in 1703. 

Remained under the governor of Pa. until the American Revolution. 

XV. The Middle Way in the Middle Colonies  

1. The middle colonies (New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania) 

 Fertile soil, rivers and forests. N.Y. and N.J. exported grain. The rivers assisted the fur 

trade and later provided a source of energy for water-wheel power. Lumbering and 

shipbuilding industry. New York, Philadelphia and even Albany grew into seaports.  

2. They were intermediate in size, held a higher degree of toleration, and had an ethnically 

mixed group of people (more diverse than the other two regions).  

3. Benjamin Franklin, born in Boston, entered Philadelphia as a seventeen-year-old in 1720 

and loved it. One said, “Franklin came to life at seventeen, in Philadelphia”. 

By the time Franklin arrived in Philadelphia, the American colonies were thriving. Population 

was growing. Transportation and communication were improving. The British mainly had a 

hands off policy, and the colonies had their own local governments, ran their own churches and 

had developed networks of intercolonial trade. Americans realized there were far removed 

from Mother England and thriving.     

 


